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BMUGCLING FHOK TE RYUKYUS

An inquiry was sent o the Far Easi Command (¥C) concerning
subject,; afier some reports aid .nquiries werse recuived aboub shipe
ments of non-ferrous azd ferrous scrap ifrom the Hywkyus to Communist
China and other arsas. A sumaary of Fi's reply follows:

Bxitent and

Smuggling is a historical Ryukyusn problem, Farly in 1951, I&C
received Infprmation that fishing boals were smugsling commodities
from the Ryukyus to Hong Kong. in addition, there has been some
1llegal water~iralfic with Japan, Formosa, Phillipines, ‘mcao, and
posaibly with Anmoy and Swalow, Theprevenilon of smuggling is diffi-
cult, The Ryukyus consist of a chain of 105 islands giretching over
600 miles, There is a lack of highespeed alleweather coastal patrol
vesshls., There is also a lack of saiisfactory continuous perimeter
highways, Indigenious aulhoriiles cannot be relisd on in meny casos
and there iz a shortage of military personnel. lieveriheless, measures
have bean taken which bBave reduced smuggling substantially aand at the
present iims, smuggling of comnodities which would assist the Chinese
Communists 1s insignilicani,

Lypes and Dizes of Carpp

Cargoes have included noneferrcus aud ferrous metel acrap averw
aging 13 to 20 uons per vessel. #bout 80 percent of Ryukyuan vessels
reglstering ai Hong Kong have carried anon-ferrous metal, in eddition,
small quantities oi stolen POL and tires and posiecxchangs ivems heve
beon smuggled,

Okinawa has been ‘he main source ol meital serap. he scrap is
salvaged from shell casings aud war meterial sbandoned on Oiinawe
during and after the war, Iiiost of the metal scrap is smuggled to
Hong Xong where scrap brass and other nen=ferrcus maserials is
consumed by local indusiPies, Some of the siolen POL and tires have
reportedly been dropped off on iglands held by the Comunists off “he
China coast.

ot 1ty of Papsonn yessel
Host of the vessels appear %o be Japanese or Ryukyuan regisiry.

he crews are genarally REyukyuan although soms Chinese and Tormosans
ars included,
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in 1950, €0 vessels, 329 illegal entranis and 11/ smugglers were
apprehended. 1n 1951, 503 vessels, 479 illegal entranis and 169 smugglers
were spprehended, In 1952, 142 vessels, 335 illegal entrants and 123
smugglers were apprehended, Smuggling is desreasing in volume and
importance becauge securily measures are more effeciive,

Centrol at the source has been “‘he mes: effective. Four companies
have been ligensed in the Ryukyus to collect and dispose of metal scrap
through approved channels. 'his has checked metal smuggled at the
sourca, Tighter conirols have been imposed over siorage and transporia-
tion of POL and lires and piiferage at the present is a mere dribble.
Vessals calling at Hong Kong are required to register at the U. S.
Consulate office and infopmation acquired ai Hong Kong about snuggling
is sent to Ukinawa. A joint Army, Navy and Air Force committee has
besn estsblished under the Ryukyuas Command %o conirol exit and eniry
of vesscls and take other measures,

| Summary

desording to available information current smuggling operations
between the Ryukyus and Communist Chine is on such a small scale that
no significant aid is being provided to the Communists, 1in addition,
smuggling to other areas has been reduced %o a minlmum conslidering
the problems involved,
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